BEFORE THE DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES
KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

In the Matter of the Proposed Wichita County )
Local Enhanced Management Area in )
Wichita County, Kansas ) 001 - DWR LEMA - 2025
)
Pursuant to K.S.A. 82a-1041. )
)
PREHEARING ORDER

COMES NOW, Earl D. Lewis, Chief Engineer, Division of Water Resources, Kansas

Department of Agriculture (Chief Engineer), and hereby issues this Prehearing Order in the
Matter of the Proposed Wichita County Local Enhanced Management Area (LEMA) submitted
by Western Kansas Groundwater Management District Number 1 (GMD1). In support of such
Prehearing Order, the Chief Engineer finds and orders as follows:

¥

A prehearing conference was held in the above-captioned matter on December 1, 2025.
The prehearing conference was conducted electronically via video conference and was
recorded.

The prehearing conference was presided over by the Chief Engineer. Also present in the
capacity of providing advice and assistance to the Chief Engineer were Stephanie
Kramer, Chief Counsel, Kansas Department of Agriculture (KDA); Ken Kopp, Kansas
Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources (KDA-DWR) Assistant Water
Appropriation Program Manager; and Mike Meyer, Water Commissioner, KDA-DWR
Garden City Field Office.!

Present on behalf of GMD1 were GMD1 manager Katie Durham, GMD1 counsel Tom
Adrian, and GMD1 consultant David Barfield.

Present on behalf of KDA-DWR staff members who will be parties to the hearing in the
above captioned matter as contemplated in the governing regulations were Lane
Letourneau, KDA-DWR Water Appropriation Program Manager; Chris Beightel, KDA-
DWR Water Management Services Program Manager; and Kate Langworthy, KDA Staff
Attorney.

The prehearing conference was held for the purpose of selecting a date for the public
hearing to consider the proposed Wichita County LEMA (public hearing), specifying the

11t was noted during the prehearing conference that an email previously sent by the Chief Engineer’s counsel
erroneously identified Mike Meyer as being among the KDA-DWR staff who will represent KDA-DWR in its role
as a formal party to the hearing in this matter. Mr. Meyer has been and will continue to be among the KDA-DWR
staff providing advice and assistance to the Chief Engineer in his role as the hearing officer.
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10.

11.

12.

procedures to be followed at the public hearing, setting applicable deadlines, and
considering all other matter necessary for conducting the public hearing.

The public hearing will be held on January 13, 2026, in-person at the Wichita County
fairgrounds in Leoti, Kansas and will begin at 9:00 a.m. central time.

The Chief Engineer will act as the hearing officer for the public hearing, and GMD1 and
KDA-DWR will be formal parties to the public hearing.

The public hearing will be consolidated as provided for in K.A.R. 5-19-3(h) and will
consider whether one or more of the circumstances specified in subsection (a) through (d)
of K.S.A. 82a-1036 exist within the boundaries of the proposed LEMA, whether the
public interest of K.S.A. 82a-1020 requires that one or more corrective control provisions
be adopted, and whether the geographic boundaries of the proposed LEMA are
reasonable, and will also consider the LEMA’s proposed corrective controls, the likelihood
that the LEMA plan will achieve the stated goals, and any other matters the Chief
Engineer deems necessary.

The public hearing will consist of a formal phase and an informal phase. During the
formal phase of the public hearing, GMD1 will present its testimony first, followed by
DWR. During the informal phase of the public hearing, all parties not participating in the
formal phase, including parties affected by the proposed LEMA, organizations, and any
interested members of the public, will have an opportunity to provide oral and written
testimony.

During both the formal and informal phases of the hearing, the Chief Engineer may ask
clarifying questions of witnesses providing oral testimony, and the formal parties will
also be permitted to ask clarifying questions of each other during the formal phase of the
public hearing. The rules of evidence will not be strictly adhered to, including during the
formal phase of the hearing, and all clarifying questions should avoid taking the form of
cross examination.

During the public hearing, the Chief Engineer will apply procedures that provide all
parties a reasonable opportunity to be heard and present evidence and will give effect, as
determined reasonable, to the privileges listed in K.S.A. 60-426 through 60-436 and any
other privileges recognized by law.

Both formal and informal parties may submit written testimony in advance of the hearing
as well as following the conclusion of the hearings. Such testimony will be included in
the hearing record and will be considered along with all other evidence presented.
Written testimony submitted following the conclusion of the hearing may include rebuttal
testimony. The deadline for the submission of written testimony following the hearing
will be January 27, 2023. Following the close of the hearing record on that date, I will
determine whether the corrective controls proposed in the LEMA Management Plan
should be accepted or rejected or if modifications to the plan should be proposed.



IT IS SO ORDERED THIS 19TH DAY OF DECEMBER 2025.
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Earl D. Lewis, P.E. ,
Chief Engineer, Division of Water Resources
Kansas Department of Agriculture

Prepared by:

/s/Stephanie A. Kramer

Stephanie A. Kramer, #27635
Chief Counsel

Kansas Department of Agriculture
1320 Research Park Drive
Manhattan, Kansas 66502

Phone: (785) 564-6714

Fax: (785) 564-6777
stephanie.kramer@ks.gov
Attorney for the Chief Engineer




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

On this 23rd day of December 2025, I hereby certify that a true and accurate copy of the
foregoing Prehearing Order was sent by electronic mail to:

Katie Durham
kdurham@gmd].org

Thomas A. Adrian
tadrian@hinklaw.com

Lane Letourneau
lane.letourneau(@ks.gov

Chris Beightel
chris.beightel@ks.cov

Kate Langworthy
kate.langworthy(@ks.gov

Ken Kopp
kenneth.kopp@ks.gov

Mike Meyer
mike.meyer@ks.gov

/s/Stephanie A. Kramer
Stephanie A. Kramer




